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ACE OR JUST MERE PEACES OF PAPER
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ke? Yes the Arab nations
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ross the Guardian ete.,
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for Tsrael, who would have ever
thought the Arab Nations could com-
promise so much as to recognise Israel
after only thirty-four years.

Ags the Sunday Times reporter
Henry Branden reported (12th Sep-
tember) nobody in authority is as yet
quite sure how to interpret the Arab
position. This was evident from
Schuliz’s testimony, answering ques-
tions on whether paragraph seven of
the Fez statement implied recognition
of Israel, he said: “I'm not saying that
it does, but . . . .»

In the Sunday Observer’'s (12th

By David Gertler

September) Opinion page, there was
a paragraph dealing with the historic
breakthrough under the headline:

OLIVE-BRANCH FROM FEZ

Leaders of the Arab world at their
summit in Fez last week went further
along the road to recognising the exist-
ence of Israel than the Arabs have
ever done since the creation of the
Jewish State in 1948. In their final
communiqué they agreed unanimously
albeit after much agonising, that there
should be ‘peace guarantees for all
countries in the region’.

One after another they follow: the



plan, the Fez summit,
nitiative, everybody has
say. It’s much easier for
Jovernment to tell the
n countries how to solve
she helped create than to
blem in her own back-
t of Ireland.

‘our years the Palestin-
en refugees, no people
fered that fate. In 1948,
1973 and in numerous
ks the Jewish people of
tid in blood. How many
1 will have to pay with
the future. Egypi faced
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up to the reality that Israel exists and
that after having failed to destroy her
in four wars she is here to stay and
that it is time to recognise her. You
cannot wipe away in one, two, or
three years the memory of thirty
years’ bloodshed, but there is now a
chance for peace to grow. For many
years Jews and Arabs lived together in
pcace and they can do so again.,

Now is the time for Israel to_stop
talking about how the world did
nothing for the Palestinians and to
talk about what she is going to do for
them. Both sides trade off political
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points. We excepted the partition plan
in 1948, Israel says. The Arab nations
reply that the Zionists came from
Burope and displaced the Palestinians
from their homes, and so on. Each
side justifies today because of yester-
day. Now is the time for Israel and
Jordan and Egypt and South Yemen
and Syria and anybody else in the
Middle East who wants to talk peace
to get together. Peace will not happen
overnight so easily, but at least all the
countries will be trying to solve the
problems of today together, rather
than fighting another war over the
rights and wrongs of yesterday.

ZIONISM - THE RELIGIOUS
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PERSPECTIVE

compiled they guided and inspired the
rest of the Jews all over the world.
Thus, R. Yosef Karo completed and
published his ‘Code of Law’ (Shulchan
Aruch) while living in Tsfat, and his
colleague R. Yitzchok Luria, living in
the same town, taught luminous kab-
balistic ideas which helped Jews all
over the world understand more pro-
foundly the special significance of
being a Jew, and of Judaism.

We see the same pattern when, two
hundred years later, in the 18th cem-
tury, the Chassidic movement was
founded by Yisroel Baal Shem Tov.
Many early Chassidic leaders moved
to Israel, while others remained in
Europe to strengthen and encourage
unity in Jewish society there. Around
1820, travel between Russia and Israel
was not unusual. R, Dov Ber, leader
of the Lubavitch Chassidim, had a
synagogue built in Hebron and kept
close contact with his followers in
Israel. When Arabs attacked the Jews
of Hebron in 1825, R. Dov Ber advised
a number of the Chassidim in Asfat to
move to Hebron in order to strengthen
the Jewish presence there.

In the course of the 19th century,
the Jews of Russia came under much
pressure. The Czar conducted a harsh
campaign to break the spirit of Jud-

By Tali Lowenthal

aism — this included taking seven
year-old children into the army with
the aim of forcibly baptising them.
From within, came the pressure of
the Jewish ‘Ressificationists’ who
wanted the Jews utterly to abandon
any feature which distinguished them
from their Russian neighbours. How-
ever, this group was deeply disappoint-
ed by the series of pogroms which
flared up in 1881 — with the approval
of both government and revolutionary:
circles. It is this event which heralded
the birth of Zionism as a widespread
movement, with the belief that the
only cause of antisemitism is the fact
that the Jews do not have a land, If
the Jews have their own country,
wrote Leon Pinsker, an early Zionist-
Leader, anti-semitism will disappear.

The religious leadership did not
agree with this analysis and maintain-
ed that there are no simple answers to
‘the Jewish Question’, Wherever the
Jews may be, the activist stance which
seeks to strengthen Jewish knowledge
and practical expression will always be
necessary.

We can see today that subsequent
evenis have proved them right. The
presence of Israel has not made anti-
semitism disappear; at the same time,
within TIsrael, unless there is true



ition, there is ample room
st and despair. One area
hows itself, concerns the
on of a Jew. Torah teach-
a very clear guide as to
'w’, Attempts to consider
neone who is neither born
mother, nor is a genuine
cording to the Halacha,
. lack of the sense of sig-

D JEWRY &
SHAS

CRISIS AT

unentally proper that our
iment of Israel is denying
lity for a sinking, soon to
:nt, Jewish community in
litarean jungle of what is
. Ethiopia, to emigrate to
and and regain life as
in beings and responsible
facts as we have them
poignant.

ry 1978 Moshe Dayan told
ference in Geneva that
1ielping to arm Ethiopia
lernies. An announcement
: door on Falasha imigra-
arked a bloody rightist
inst the tribe. The land
EDU (Ethiopian Demo-
1) rebels, infuriated that
were being used against
, went on a rampage
Falasha ‘Zionists’ and
ole villages in the Gondor
area in North Ethiopia
alashas mainly live). Men
r castrated, women were
utilated, unborn children
he wombs of pregnant
d children’s feet were
Old people were left tied
ushes, their slashed skin
racking in the sun. Cap-
ld in the slave trade that
n Ethiopia. One Falasha
‘etched 700 Birr, about

iges like the one I have
d have been totally de-
this is still going on now.
e are killed in big num-
Id in market places in

THE YOUNG ZIONIST

nificance of the Jew and Judaism in
the world. Over a span of a few years
this could, unfortunately, lead to a
situation where almost no-one would
be certain of their true identity.
Another area of self-doubt concerns
Israel’s relationship with the Arab
nations and with other countries. To-
day it is the religious leadership who
see most clearly the need for a strong

Israel, and sense the power within the
Jewish people which can overcome
any obstacle. This power emerges
from the ultimate unity of the entire
Jewish people a unity which Israel and
beyond its borders, wherever Jews may
find themselves, we can express this
power in a wholesome way and create
a society which is a genuine nnspira-
tion for the world.

HAND - The Jews of Ethiopia

different regions in Ethiopia.

There are thousands of Falasha re-
fugees who are suffering from lack
of food and shelter and without re-
ceiving help nelther from Jewish
Organisations nor the Ethiopian Gov-
ernment. Seven thousand refugees up

to now are hoping for help from the -

Jewish Organisations and the Jewish
World, which never seems to come,
and when it does, it is always the
bare minimal. In all, from 1975 up to
the present day, some 10,000 Falashas
have been totally exterminated. The
situation in Ethiopia today is a dis-
aster — I would say almost a Holo-
caust!

Not only have the Ethiopians con-
tributed to the destruction of the
Falashas, but even well intentioned
people in the Israeli Government and
executives in organisations like World
ORT Union are contributing to the
extermination of the Ethiopian Jews.

The half-hearted efforts of -Israel
and world Jewish organisations to save
the Falashas has been seen by them
ag an outright betrayal. They have
seen vears of broken promises, of
news censored in the name of so called
‘quiet diplomacy’. Condescending dis-
missals of the seriousness of their
plight by cynical politicians, such as
high Esteemed Abba Eban, the Mini-
ster of Interior Yosef Burg and Golda
Meir and organisation professionals
and bureaucrats with power of life
and death in their hands. The pooh-
poohing of warnings of a genocide,
and the blocking of rescue attempts
by some Israeli officials.

By Michael Furman

Underlying it all is a certain basic
attitude:—

‘Look, don’t we have enough prob-
lems, what do we need these “Schvart-
zes” for?’

This was an assessment put forward
by Religious Affairs Minister Yitzhak
Raphael and was also the standard
appreach of Golda Meir towards the
Falashas.

The huge campaign to coax a hand-
ful of comfortable American and
English Jews to emigrate to Israel
amounts to tens of millions of pounds,
while the budget to save 28,000 Jews,
the remnent of a people once num-
bering more than a million, has been
miniscule in comparison.

The only thread connecting the
Falashas to their coreligionists is ORT,
a Jewish organisation that some Fala-
shas believe is contributing to the
destruction of their people.

In 1979 the Israeli citizen who
headed ORT’s programme in the
Gondor region, claimed that ORT was
‘contributing to the destruction of the
tribe’. He said that there were 7,000
Falasha refugees in the area, and not
the 1,000 to 2,000 that ORT officials
in Geneva had claimed.

The Israeli, an ex-kibbutnik also
alleged that of £100,000 that had re-
portedly been distributed as loans to
Falasha formers only £750 had actu-
ally been received by them. Two ORT
employees in Geneva said, ‘Privately
we believe private fortunes are being
made on the black market, at the cost
of Jewish lives’. Two Swiss potters
hired by ORT to work in Gondor also
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ARMCHAIR ZIONISM
A FACADE

Can you rightly call yourself a Zion-
ist if you do not intend to make Eretz
Israel your home? This is a very
emotive question and one which to
date has never been satisfactorily
answered. All confusion and debate on
this subject stems from the meaning
attached to the word Zionism.

The first Zionist congress in August
1897 defined the word in terms of an
aim:

“The aim of Zionism is to create
for the Jewish people a home in
Palestine secured by public law.”

With the foundation of the State
of Israel on 14th May 1948, this de-
finition became redundant and sub-
sequently, hosts of related, but per-
sonal definitions sprung up in its place.

What I intend to do during this
essay is to prove that there can be
no such thing as an ‘arm-chair’ Zion-
ist; one can either be a Zionist sym-
pathiser or a ‘true’ Zionist. The proof
is rather straightforward, which makes
it surprising that nobody has stated it
before.

It is argued that there are three
types of Zionist:— (a) Passive Weak-
form Zionist, (b) Active Weak-form
Zionist, (c) Strong-form Zionist,

PASSIVE WEAK-FORM ZIONIST

A passive weak-form Zionist is one
who believes that there should be a
Jewish state. The person is passive in
the respect that he/she will do nothing
to preserve the status-quo. A high pro-
portion of Jews can be slotted into
this category along with aproximately
one quarter of the world’s non-Jewish
population.

ACTIVE WEAK-FORM ZIONIST

The definition of Zionism remains
the same: a belief that there should be
a Jewish state, i.e. a weak-form mode.
But the person is active in the respect
that he/she would do something to

By Richard Worth

maintain this status-quo by preventing
Israel from becoming a secular or
Arab state. Jews who classify them-
selves in this category have generally
been termed ‘armchair’ Zionists since
they are active in helping Israel in
what they consider to be the best
possible way without making aliyah.

STRONG-FORM ZIONISM

A strong-form Zionist would be one
who believes that there should be a
Jewish state where all Jews should
live and work. To be a strong-form
Zionist, a prerequisite is that you in-
tend to go on aliyvah.

What should be obvious from these
three divisions is that there can be no
such thing as an active weak-form
Zionist, thus, a priori, there can be
no such thing as an armchair Zionist.

The reason behind my assertion is
quite straightforward. If you classify
yourself as an active weak-form Zion-
ist you should be intent on maintain-
ing the State of Israel as a Jewish
homeland. The only way this can be
accomplished is by emigrating to
Israel and being a practising Jew there
(not necessarily in a religious concept).

One must be very naive to believe
that denations sent to Israel are active
aids in the furtherance of the Jewish
state. As Malvyn Benjamin stated in
the March 1982 issue of the Zionist
Review:

“Fhe fact of the financial situation
is, that all the money donated by all
the Jews all over the world does not
buy Israel one F-15 fighter plane.”

Even the role of an arm-chair Zion-
ist as one who educates Jews and
makes them aware of the needs of
Israel null and void. A strong-form
Zionist can accomplish this far more
effectively before making aliyah, since
he/she will be leading by his/her own
example.

Statistical surveys have predicted
that, ceteris paribus, by the end of the

cont. page 7
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AND BEYOND

by Paul Lenga

to go, this created a snowball effect
and people in the Movement followed
the example shown by others. No
longer did people think that Isracl was
a far off land and merely a topic for
meetings and seminars — if Chaim
Yankel had decided to go, and he was
a nice sensible chap — maybe there
was something in this Aliya idea after
all.

In more recent times, the trend
towards Aliya has been given an added
impetus as a result of Year Course and
Machon, as well as educational and
leadership seminars in Israel.

THE PRESENT SET-UP

If you have braved the first few
paragraphs of this article and have
not yet fallen asleep, you may be
asking . . . what are all these people
doing in Israel? Do they keep in
touch with each other, or F.Z.Y? Is
there any framework or organisation
for ex-F.Z. Y-niks in Israel?

In many cases, people do keep in
touch but mainly on an individual
and social basis. There is ne frame-
work for ex-F.Z.Y-niks in Israel to
keep in touch either with themselves
or with the Movement here in the
U.K.

THE IDEA

A while ago, it occurred to me that
a great natural resource of F.Z.Y. was
being wasted and that a great deal
could be achieved by setting up a
framework of ex-F.Z.Y-niks living in
Israel. Recently, another of F.Z.Y’s
Hon. V.P’s Ron Sivan (formerly Ron
Savage) expressed a willingness to
assist in this venture.

OBJECTIVES

The time has now come to create
such a framework in Israel which I
can see fulfilling a number of func-
tions. It could, for example:—

1. Help to absorb new olim from
inside and outside F.Z.Y.

2. Provide a base in Israel for F.Z.Y-
niks on Machon and Year Course.
e.g. by way of hospitality and
group activities.

3. Provide a similar base for people
visiting TIsrael e.g. on individual
visits.

4. Provide a source of information
for potential olim e.g. in special-
ised professions or general advice
about making Aliya.

5. Assist with the preparation of act-
ivities for F.Z.Y-niks in Israel on
summer schemes or seminars.

6. Provide an educational and social
framework in Israel for the ex-
F.Z.Y-niks themselves.

This list Is by nmo means exhaustive
and is meant to provide ideas as to
the potential of the framework in
Israel,

Note: 1If the group decided to incor-
porate Fund Raising as one of its
aims, would the money raised be sent
in order to support the U.K!

As has already been seen, some of
the Movement’s leaders have left the
U.K. without fully realising their pot-
ential within FZ.Y. As a result,
F.ZY. has had to adjust and provide
for continuing leadership programmes
in order to develop a new leadership
within the Movement,

Ex-F.Z.Y-niks to whom I have
spoken in Israel have expressed a
general willingness to become involved
in this scheme so now it is up to us
to get it off the ground.

Work has already started on the
project. Ron Sivan has compiled a
list of ex-F.Z.Y-niks in Israel with
whom he has been in contact and I
have also compiled a list of ex-F.Z.Y-
niks who I can recall have gone on
Aliya in recent years.

The Friends of F.Z.Y. are also help-
ing by preparing similar lists of their
own acquaintances. '
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ARMCHAIR ZIONISM
A FACADE

continued from page 5

third decade of the 21st century (ap-
proximately 45 vears time), there will
be more Israeli-Arabs that Israel-Jews
living in TIsrael, therefore Israel could
not rightly be termed a Jewish state,

Unless there is a large influx of
Jewish people, this situation cannot b=
averted, other than through non-
democratic means i.e. the rule of the
gun,

Those who consider themselves to
be armchair Zionists because they
actively support their convictions
primarily through financial means
while permanently residing in the Dia-
spora, must realise that they are siill
passive-form Zionists. In other words,
they are purely Zionist sympathisers.
Money cannot keep the Jews as a
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majority in Israel, nor can it defend
the country from aggressive insur-
gence, since men are needed to use
the armaments which money can buy.
The only active help that can be given
to guarantee the continuance of a
Jewish state is through aliyah. People
residing in Israel help the country
financially through taxation; econom-
ically by consuming and producing
goods and services; and militarily by
being an army reservist.

There can be no such thing as
‘active’ weak-form Zionism since the
only active aid to maintain the Jewish
state is through alivah, Armchair
Zionism is a myth used to satisfy
those Jews’ guilty consciences — these
people are purely passive weak-form
Zionists. Strong-form Zionism is the
only true, active method of preserving
a Jewish state, and anyone who fits
into this category must intend to make
aliyah.

FZY AT THE DORCHESTER

}li

Ruth Preston the 1982 FZY Honorary Secretary sitting at our information desk

during the highly successful dance at the Dorchester Hotel ar the end of Octcbher,
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VIEW : Marc L. Bernstein meets
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by the European powers,
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Empire who were of the Christian
Orthodox persuasion, the French and
the Italians protected their Catholic
citizens who resided in the Oftoman
Empire which included at that time
Palestine and there were concessions
by the Ottoman government to these
various Christian communities and
also to the Jewish community with
matters concerning their personal
status, that is to say marriage or di-
vorce should be judged by their own
religious court, that is the historical
explanation. Therefore until this very
day, this went on and was taken over
from the Turks by the British, the
British left and the State of Israel was
established. Again, we inherited the
old system, of course reserving to our
parliament the right to reform the law
and to abolish any law with which we
could no longer agree and to introduce
new legislation but this system has
been retained because the religious
section of the population, of course,
was for it and to change an existing
situation is more difficult than to
establish something entirely new, but
that is the historical explanation, we
still have religious courts which have
jurisdiction over marriage and divorce
of Jews or the ecclesiastic courts when-
ever Christians are concerned because
we have various Christian commun-
ities within Israel, and the Moslem
courts when Moslems are concerned,
each of them go according to their
own religious law and, in our case, we
go according:to the Jewish traditional
law, the Halacha, which is, as you may
know, more than a mere religious
law. It is part of :our national heritage,
our rabbis were leaders of the com-
munity and our law has developed
from biblical law through the middle
ages. It'is no less a national law as it
is a religious law because, you know
very well, that with us Jews, histori-
cally, nation and religion has been
bound up with each other much more
than with any other and so the re-

ligious law, the Halacha, concerning

marriage and divorce in general, is
a liberal body of law but there are
certain things which are archaic and

which are less acceptable to Jews who
are not religiously observant, as reli-
giously observant Jews, of course, will
take the Halacha as a whole because
for him it was given on Sinai and that
is the absolute aunthority of the
Halacha as it was developed by the
Rabbis. For the secular section of
the population, there are certain things
for instance, that a Kohen cannot
marry a divorcee, you have heard
about that, that is for instance some-
thing which irks a non religious Jew
and therefore the Supreme Court right
to find the remedy against that, this
would need me to further explain the
Halacha itself, So we have religious
courts that have exclusive jurisdiction
in matters of marriage and divorce
but if a religious court oversteps the
limits of its assigned jurisdiction, the
Supreme Court, which is the highest
court in the country, can set aside
what the religious court decides,

Is the Israeli Judiciary under any
threat from any source taking inio
account comments made by Chief
Rabbi Goren, when he claimed that
the Supreme Court was always biased
against the religious community?

I think Rabbi Goren should not
have made that remark, the guestion
arose whether by making that remark
he had made himself guilty of con-
tempt of court and the matter was
submitted to the Attorney General,
whether there should be contempt of
court proceedings. He decided that
there was no public interest in institu-
ting such proceedings obviously not to
make this whole matter even more
unpleasant than it already was by an
uncalled for remark by Rabbi Goren.
He should know that the judges of
Israel are individual, are subject only
to the law and their own conscience
and they decide whatever the law re-
quires as interpreted by the court and
to make such a remark of insinuation
was quite a serious matter and because
it incited considerable negative com-
ment on behalf of many people in
Israel on, T am sure, not only people
of what is called the secular camp but
also the more moderate section of the
religious Jewry in Israel, because
courts of Israel headed by the Sup-
reme Court do enjoy the confidence
of -the people of all sections of the
population, Jewish, non Jewish, Arab,
secular, non secular. If there are cases
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Judge Moshe Landan second from the right at a

meeting during his recent visit 1o England.

true, again due to the fact that we
have a demacratic system. When in a
state which is not a democracy, in
Poland let us say, when there is great
popular excitement, maybe the riot
police will be called out and will see
to it that this excitement dies down
in a very special way, simply by lock-
ing up hundreds of people, that is not
the way of a democracy and that is
how it goes in Israel and therefore in
this case really there was great excite-
ment not because of what is being
said about Israel abroad but because
we ourselves want to be sure that the
facts are enquired into and if necess-
ary, if it should be found that there
was anything really untoward as far
as the Israeli army or the Israeli
government or any government mini-
ster is concerned, then the people
want to be sure that the necessary
action will be taken. Going on now
you have the Falklands enguiry, no-
body knows anything about it because
it is held entirely in camera whereas
an enguiry of this sort in our case, a
statutory enquiry, the principle has
to be held in public but if there is any
question of security involved which
cannot be divulged, not only to the
general public but also to the enemy

listening in, then of course such a
committee will also sit in camera, has
to sit in camera, but it is much pre-
ferred that any such enquiry should
be held entirely in public because, you
know, the public judges the judges, by
the publicity which is given to pro-
ceedings the media judges the judges
and one can only hope that they may
judge justly because the trouble with
the media, as you know, is they have
enormous power and no responsibility.
I would like to ask you about the
enquiry because at the time of the
selting up there were various choices
for the government. What are the
differences between the various forms
of enquiry should, when the question
of an enquiry is raised, should the
government of the day have the choice
of the form of enquiry it should toke?
The law says the government may
set up but the initiative has to come
from the government, the members of
the commission are chosen by the
members of the court but without the
initiative of the government the thing
cannot get started. By law, and T am
not talking on the policy aspect of
the matter, under the law the govern-
ment is not obliged to set up such a:
commission whenever something hap-
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the complete confidence that the
populace has in the judiciary and if
he should think fit to co-opt one or
two more persons, but the disadvan-
tage of having that kind of investi-
gation would have been that ag it is
not a statutory body, they would not
have been able to compel people to
appear to testify and if there should
have been false evidence, the witness
would not have been liable to criminal
prosecution which is the case with
the statutory commission.

Without going into the merits of this
whole thing, there were two appli-
cations pending before the Supreme
Court asking for the appointment of
the commission and he found that
while these applications were still
pending he should not prejudge these
applications by accepting that invita-
tion by the government and so that
was rejected and the third stage was
then the government and in the mean-
time there was that famous demon-
stration with 400,000 which certainly
also resulted in public pressure so the
government did, in the end, and after
only a week had elapsed, or perhaps
they should have done in the first
instance but whenever T am being
asked this question I say, why have
we now to harp on this subject, the
commission was established, it took
a week, Having the Falklands enquiry
took, I think, at Ieast a month until
that was decided upon, it is now a
matter of history. Alright so I may
believe that the commission should
have been appointed at once but what
difference does it make now then the
commission was, you see it is this over
sensgitivity upon the part of some
people in Diaspora jewry who feel not
auite sure of this and, of course, the
danger of antisemitism is always
latent and it can break out as it did
break out and does break out on such
an occasion because people of ill-will
are only waiting for any chance of
telling us the Jews are just as bad as
we are or as we were in Europe. I do
not mean the English now but there
is a lot of latent antisemitism and
this gives them a wonderful excuse for
saying, well they are not only as bad
as we are, perhaps they are worse
because look, they are responsible for
that massacre and they take it as a
foregone conclusion and, unfortunate-

ly, some parts of British jewry fall
into that trap too.

How do you feel Anglo Tewry or
the Diaspora Jewry should react?

I think they over reacted because
Jews generally are a nervous people
and the Diaspora Jewry is even more
nervous than other Jews, Isracli Jews
also sometimes over react.

They have to think a little more
deeply because it concerns them much
more, Israel, after all, has some mean-
ing for a Jew and therefore I expect
of an English Jew more than I expect
of an English non-Jew. The media
always can only show you the last
stage of what happened and the last
stage is terrible, you see dead children,
maimed children, you see phosphor
bombs and cluster bombs but there
was a war, the question is was it just
a war, did Israel have to defend itself
against the PLO or not? If it was a
pre-emptive war was there enough
justification to go in there before it is
too late? Exactly the same question as
bombing that nuclear reactor at the
time in Iraq so I will ask of British
Jews to consider these matters a little
more deeply and to go into the history
of the thing.

From what you know of the public
enquiries constituted do you have any
criticismms or do you think it should
be strengthened?

After 1 spoke on this subject a very
well respected elderly gentleman came
up to me and said, don’t you think this
enquiry should be conducted by non-
Jews? 1 suspect you of driving to-
wards that conclusion so I said to him,
would you like the Falklands enquiry
to be conducted by Frenchmen, I
could have said the Israelis, so he
looked at me very surprised and then
he said, well by anybody but French-
men, so that would be a way of
strengthening, perhaps have an investi-
gation by the general assembly of the
United Nations. What we should do
is investigate this as a matter which
first of all concerns Israel and we are
not looking too much over our
shoulder. It is not so much the London
Times or the New York Times or any
other newspaper or any radio or tele-
vision station which we are so much
worried about. Anglo Jewry has a
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What effect did the Eichman trial
have internationally?

I am reluctant to talk about the
trial because that is a judge who not
even after having retired, should not
talk about his personal feelings on
trials that he himself conducted. The
Eichman trial first and foremost was
a criminal trial, the question was, was
Eichman guilty of the offences of
which he had been charged, did he de-
serve the death penalty after he was
convicted? There was what we call a
side product of the trial, that is to
bring the terrible happenings of the
holocaust to the attention of the
younger generation who knew nothing
about it and the world at large and it
fulfilled that object which perhaps for
Ben Gurion, who was the prime
minister when Eichman was caught
and brought to Israel, for him perhaps
that was the main purpose, he was
not a judge and not a lawyer. The
first task of the court and the only
task was to go into the evidence and
find what was the share of Eichman.
It was the only case, as you know, in
which the death penalty was carried
out in Israel,

How do you regard the death penalty,
should Israel think about or go into
discussion about the possible setting
up of capital punishment?

In trials before a military court on
crimes of terrorism, the death penalty
can be enforced, not in the civil courts,
the penalty for murder, let us call it
ordinary murder if there is such a
thing, is imprisonment for life, the
partiament in Israel amended the law
in 1952 I think, abolished capital
punishment for murder and Eichman
was convicted not only of murder but
of crimes of genocide and of crimes
against the Jewish people, and war
crimes, but the fact of the matter is
that the prosecution as a rule, also
before a military court, does not ask
for the death penalty to be enforced,
as a& matter of fact even those terror-
ists who had commited really dastard-
ly crimes are still alive unless they
died a natural death. Whether it is
wise or not that is another thing. If
you think a little more deeply about
it you will find arguments pro and con.
I believe that the present attitude is
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correct, that in spite of the emotions
which are justly aroused whenever
something of this terrible kind hap-
pens, the cry goes up for the death
penalty to be enforced.

What proof was there in the case
of Eilen Moreh?

This was not a land case. Here is a
system of land registration and so have
the Jordanians, actually both we and
the Jordanians inherited the same
system from the time of the mandate,
all under one administration, and
there was no dispute that it was private
land, it was not a land case, this fact
was admitted by the government, The
question was whether under TIsraeli
law which incorporates to some extent
international law, you are allowed to
take private land for any purpose
which is not strictly a military case,
says when the land was taken for the
ideclogical purposes which were re-
presented by the Gush Emunin, the
ideological reasons which say that (a)
no land should be wused in the
line free of Jews. I think that is gen-
erally accepted in that there s a
concensus but because our history is
so bound up, that this land is ours
under the, as it says in the bible, it is
for reasons of history and the ideology
of Gush Emunin which says the whole
of Israel was given to us by divine
commandment and we are not allowed
to yield an inch there, that is the
attitude of Gush Emunin, also perhaps
of Mr Begin, and it is not such an out
of the way attitude because again I am
refering to old President Weitzman
when he appeared before the enquiry
commissions of the old days. We a]-
ways said that our main charter is to
the Bible. The question is whether in
order to get to a reasonable comprom-
ise with another people who happen to
be there, the Arabs of Palestine who
have to compromise, the first com-
promise that was approved by the
majority of the movement
was the partition of Israel and when
the UN decided on the partition in
November 1947 we the Jews of Pale-
stine at the time by their legal repre-
sentatives were ready to compromise
on that and, you know what caused
the whele partition scheme to fall
down, it was the invasion of the
Jewish part of Palestine at the time
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warned civilians to get out before
these bombings started, we dropped
leaflets saying so, we had it announced
on loud speakers across the boundary
between West Beirut and East Beirut.

Whoever wanted to get out could have
got out before these bombings started
and these were started because these
PLO fighters were sitting purposely
amongst the civilian population. If you
have a building of 10 storeys and 35
of them occupied by some PLO head-
quarters and the other 5 occupied by
civilians and the PLO on purpose put
their officers in the building which
should be devoted entirely to civilian
dwellings what are you going to do?
Are you not to attack that building
becanse the civilians are there after
they have been warmed to get out, but
that of course is not as it appears in
the media. They show pictures of
the destruction which was long before
the Israelis ever went into Lebanon
because there was terrible fighting
between the PLO people and the
Christians for 7 years and none of the
Christian countries or the Pope lifted
a little finger in order to stop it and
so we now have a situation in Lebanon
where there is a more or less stable
government because you never know
in Lebanon with all this internal
fighting between the various commun-
ities but at least they have been

FZY LIBRARY

-Many members may be unaware of
the existence of a substantial library
of books of Jewish interest which is
housed in the FZY Office.

These books contain a wealth of

source material for the planning of:
society meetings and members are en-
couraged to make full use of the lib-
rary to improve the guality of society
meetings and generally to broaden
their own knowledge of subjects re-
lated to the aims of the Movement.

liberated from this PLO state. It is due
to what the Isracli army did, it does
not prevent Mr Gemayel from saying
now that Israel unjustly invaded
Lebanon and so on. We do not want
to get out and leave again what ever
is left to the PLO.

Are you optimistic about the future?

I am always optimistic by nature
and my late father was a very wise
man and what he used to say was in
such situations, I am an optimist but
it costs me a lot of my health. But
you have to take the long view, the
historical view, how it all came about,
and you have to know that the Jewish
people have so far had a long history.
We have had ups and downs and we
are going through a-crisis but I feel
sure that we will overcome it. T do not
like to say that we will overcome
because that was the motto of the
Spanish republican in the civil war in
Spain in 1935. Unfortunately, they did
not overcome. Only now do they have
a socialist government after so many
years but you will have to take the
long view and take a very deep breath
and not go off the deep end like
some of our Jews here in England
unfortunately do.
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TOWARDS STATEHOOD

to vote for the plan. However this
was not out of sympathy with the
Jewish cause but, predictably, out of
reasons of self-interest. If the partition
was accepted, Britain would leave,
the area would be plunged into tur-
moil, and the Arabs would, undoubt-
edly, turn to Russia for aid and there
would thus be an increase in Com-
munist influence in the area.

Up until the last minute, America
was wavering in its support for parti-
tion but some final persuasion by the
elder Zionist leader, Chaim Weiz-
mann, induced President Truman to
call his delegate in New York and
tell him, “damn well deliver that vote
for partition or they’ll be held to pay.”

The British Government was going
to ignore its support for the Arabs,
financial and otherwise, and its refusal
to allow Jewish refugee ships into
Palestine and was going to abstain
right up to the end, Downing Street
was attempting to maintain an out-
ward face of casual impartiality.

France, too, was first intending to
abstain, but this only served to make
them the recipient of intense Jewish
diplomatic pressure and their delegate
entered the large debating auditorium
on Wednesday, 27th November, with
no idea how he was supposed to cast
his vote.

As the debates wore on, it soon
became clear that the Jews were losing
valuable votes. Greece, out of fear of
the Arabs, was going to vote against
the plan. The Phillipine delegation
announced its intention to disobey
American orders and vote ‘no’. Such
incidental countries as Haiti and
Liberia stated that they were going to
oppose the plan after having assured
the Jews of their support. It was es-
sential to buy time and this was done
by cleverly extending the debate., With
the next day being Thanksgiving Day
and thus a holiday, the Jewish dele-
gates had until Friday to win over the
necessary votes to make the two-third
majority required.

The next 2 hours witnessed an ex-
tensive amount of diplomatic pressure
on those uncertain countries. The un-

By Howard Granville

remitting toil of those such as senior
delegate, Abba Eban (who incident-
ally used to belong to F.Z.Y. and was
once editor of the “Young Zionist’)
seemed to be paying dividends how-
ever, as now the Phillipine president
ordered his delegate to vote for par-
tition. Economic pressure won back
Liberia’s vote, Haiti secemed to be
turning. Greece would not budge how-
ever and France was still uncertain.

The delegates entered the hall on
Friday 29th November, with no one
certain of what the outcome would
be. As Abba Eban later recalled ““the
overall picture looked promising but
we were at the mercy of any slight
parliamentary fluctuation . . .” The
voting began with Afghanistan voting
against and Argentina abstaining;
Australia then gave the Jewish State
its first vote, soon to be followed by
Bolivia and Brazil, so proving tha*
the U.S.A. had won over its Sout™
American neighbours, Byeloruss
(White Russia), the first Communist
state, voted ‘yes’ showing that Russia
was, this time, as good as her word.
The voting then continued fairly
equal until the French delegate,
loudly, and in carefully pronounced
terms, announced its vote for parti-
tion. Even Haiti now voted ‘yes’ and,
apart from the Arab states, there were
1o more votes against partition. When
the voting had been completed, the
president of the assembly issued the
world which sent Jews all over the
world delirfous with delight, “33 in
favour, 13 against, 10 abstentions, 1
absent”,

Nowhere was the news more ecsta-
tically greeted than in the Jewish
quarter of Jerusalem where there was
dancing in the streets. Herzl’s dream
of 50 years earlier had become a
reality, It took the more sedate and
wise-headed to realize the true value
of what had happened that day: David
Ben-Gurion — soon to be Israel’s first
Prime Minister — could only sit in his
study with his head in his hands. He
knew this time that the Arab threats
of war were no more rhetoric, and the
next step towards Statehood would be
long and bloody.
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A JEWISH TEACHER IN A
NON-JEWISH SCHOOL
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East End roots, and I calmly asked
them what they knew about Jews. The
stercotypes abounded. Jews had long
noses, were ugly, miserly. I then asked
if this description applied to me, and
the class was stunned into silence.
Then they laughed. Then they asked
some very sensible questions about
what T could or could not eat, who I
was allowed to go out with, and what
I thought of Catholics.

However, that was a successful one-
off lesson in a teaching practise of
two months. It is more difficult when
you have harder, more racist kids in
a tough area. 1 was more idealistic
when I was a student.

T often wonder whether T should be
more forthright about the odd dropped
comment I hear at school. One boy
calling another a “Yid® as an insult,
another asking a friend a joke: “Did
you hear about the Jewish angler? He
went fishing with a picture of a worm
at the bottom of his rod.”

I asked a boy who teold the joke to
repeat it for me, but he rephrased it,
unconsciously, I think: “Did you hear
about that angler who was so
mean . .. "

When T was a student at the Cath-
olic school, T did try to put the
children right. One girl said to me:
“I prefer having you (o our English
teacher. You put nice comments on
our work. Mrs Reed is a real Jewish
marker.”

I said: “T hope you know I'm
Jewish.” She replied, “Oh no you’re
not, Miss, it’s Mrs Reed who’s the
Jewish marker.” At that point, T gave
up.

Stevie returns after a couple of days.
I seize my opportunity at registration,
and we step out of the class into the
corridor. We sit down on the floor
so as not t make it ominous. 1 ask
Stevie what he thinks of Jewish
people. He is a bit surprised, but ad-
mits that he really only knows one,
who lives next door to his friend. He’s
quite a nice sort of fellow, it turns

By Anne Krisman

out. T ask Stevie what he hears people
saying about Jews, and he thinks
again: “Well, some people say that
they've got gold teceth . . . they keep
their money in their teeth . . . they
have big noses, they keep their money
up there.” 1 ask him the heavy
question — ves, but does he believe it?
Stevie is not sure, but half-convinced
is still not good enough. I made him
think about other stereotypes that just
aren’t true: Irish, Scottish, English.
He accepts that it is difficult to make
conclusions about anyone, espemaliy
if you haven’t had any experience of
these people. I talk about Hitler’s
Germany, and we look at each other’s . -
silver fillings, We decide they aren’t
worth much really. T tell Stevie the
names of pop groups that have Jewish
members. He is impressed. As the bell
rings, I reveal T am Jewish. “I didn’t
know” he exclaims, surprised. He
walks off to get his bag to go tfo
French, smiling a bit.

I go to teach my next lesson. I am
not gullible enough to believe Stevie
has changed his ideas. Perhaps he has
been spreading around newly learnt
knowledge, that T am Jewish. Perhaps
he has learnt that teachers tell out i
you make anti-Semitic remarks, and
that he won’t talk about that sort of
thing to adults again. I suppose that is
a step forward — he has learnt that
a certain attitude isn’t acceptable in a
certain milieu. Whether this changes
his true feelings is another thing. So
many children have a liberal face for
teacher, and a more bigoted one at
home. It takes more than a ten-minute
chat in a corridor to change how you
see things,

I tell Viv at break-time that I have
spoken to Stevie, and she’s pleased.
She’s also noticed some racist com-
ments made about the only black girl
in the class, The girl has admitted to
Viv that these comments hurt her. We
chat about techniques to use, and the
bell interrupts us again.
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QUESTIONS MUST BE ASKED
ANSWERS MUST BE GIVEN
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Israeli sources — is as
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Military Intelligence of
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as, according ‘to the
’s Military Correspond-

Thus on Thursday evening the two
Phalange battalions assembled at the
southern reaches of Chatila and Sabra,
under the glare of Israel’s television
cameras. Meanwhile, the Israeli army
was holding commanding positions
overlooking the two camps. Shortly
after the Phalange entered, the shoot-
ing began. It went on throughout the
night. The IDF, thinking that the
Phalange were encountering resist-
ance, shot flares into the sky above
the camps. At that stage, it seems that
the Government already knew that
the Phalanges had entered and that
there was shooting. But it was only on
Friday morning that the Israeli army
began to suspect that the situation
had seriously got out of hand and that
a massacre might be under way. This,
again, was conveyed to the Govern-
ment. Yet it was only on Saturday

Dry Bones

By Elon Salmon

morning that the IDF was ordered to
move in and put a stop to the killing.
By that time several hundred Pales-
tinians including women, old men and
children, had been brutally butchered
by the Phalange.

In the aftermath, the Tsraeli Govern-
ment issued an official statement in
which it dismissed “with the contempt
which it deserves” all blame of respon-
sibility for what had happened. The
statement ended on a note of self-
righteousness, saying that no one could
teach the Jewish State about moral
ethics when it came to human lives.

No one, except implacable haters of
Israel, could possibly believe that
Israeli troops were in any way involved
in the massacre. Nor can the ellega-
tion, reported in the media, that Israel
brought Madad’s militia into Beirut
and let them into the camps, be sus-
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there$ And if it did see, why did it take
all Fridav and half of Saturday befor~
the IDF moved in to stop the
massacre? Undetailed Goverament
statements which only fudge the issue
will just not do on this occasion. And
how should Jews respond to all that
has happened? In Israel there have
been expressions of ootrage and
horror. On Saturday night, September
25, some 400,000 demonstrated against
the Government. Calls have been
made for Mr Sharon’s resignation.
Here, the response has been more
low-keyed. This is not because British
Jews are less appalled by what .has
happened than Israelis’ but because of
an in-built diaspora reflex not to con-
demn Israel, no matter what happens
there. There always has been here a
deep — and understandable — con-
cern to preserve solidarity with Israel.
particularly when all the world is
against her.

It has been one of the Likud
Government’s key tenets that there
should be greater Jewish involvement
in Israel; that Tsrael and the diaspora
are mutually accountable. If that is so,
then British Jews — Zionists, that is —

have not only the right but the duty to
speak out no less than Israelis, for this
crisis touches not only on Israel but on
the very nature and ideals of Zionism.

Israel’s President, Mr Yitzhak
Navon, has taken the unprecedented
step of calling for an independent com-
mission of inquiry into the Beirut
massacre. The Chairman of the Zionist
Federation has issued a statement en-
dorsing Mr Navon’s call. Now, at last.
the Likud Government has bowed to
public pressure and appointed an
independent commission of inquiry,
headed by Chief Justice Kahan, It
might be some time before the com-
mission comes up with a clear picture.
Meanwhile the momentum of concern
must not be lost. Zionists throughout
the world owe it to themselves to ask
guestions, even questions which the
Tsraeli government would find un-
pleasant, and to demand answers.
Doing this is not criticism of Israel but
positive involvement in the Jewish
State.

The above article was first published
in the Zionist Review.
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